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Main activities

• Support to BEIS in management of the 
variety of funded R&D and enabling  
programmes

• Work with NIRAB to formulate advice to 
HMG on HTGRs

• Support to BEIS on technical aspects of 
nuclear policy   

• Support to BEIS in response to Minister & 
parliamentary enquiries
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How do we connect with nuclear academia ?

• Facilitating national & international collaboration 

• GIF, OECD-NEA, Bilateral etc collaborations

• facilities strategy & promotion

• Via BEIS

• supporting BEIS activities in R&D

• technical monitoring

• supporting identifying priority areas in R&D

• NIRAB membership

https://www.nirab.org.uk/cdn/uploads/attachments/The_UK_Civil_Nuclear_RD_Landscape_Survey_April_2020.pdf

https://www.nirab.org.uk/cdn/uploads/attachments/The_UK_Civil_Nuclear_RD_Landscape_Survey_April_2020.pdf


Vision and Objectives

SICE Stand up – July 2022

Fission 

R&D Catalogue 

https://www.nirab.org.uk/cdn/uploads/attachments/UK_Fission_RD_NIRO_CATALOGUE_ONLINE.pdf

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nirab.org.uk%2Fcdn%2Fuploads%2Fattachments%2FUK_Fission_RD_NIRO_CATALOGUE_ONLINE.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSimon.Franklin%40niro.org.uk%7C57e961d03c884880390808da7ad2303d%7C6ae79c91466c4c6fae9b5c2a99158a4e%7C0%7C1%7C637957340422765733%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tjrxsGHDUDhSRK%2F4S%2BkpMChCrhMiEX0TCgp75tPazdE%3D&reserved=0
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Nuclear Innovation 

Programme Brochure

Nuclear_Innovation_Programme_Brochure.pdf (nirab.org.uk)

https://www.nirab.org.uk/cdn/uploads/attachments/Nuclear_Innovation_Programme_Brochure.pdf
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Nuclear_Innovation_Programme_Brochure.pdf (nirab.org.uk)

https://www.nirab.org.uk/cdn/uploads/attachments/Nuclear_Innovation_Programme_Brochure.pdf


The Future Nuclear Programme ?

No new nuclear 
programmes



UK SMR funding and Progress
Developing a 470MWe  design for one of the 
world’s first small modular reactors (SMR) 
has been backed by £210 million in government 
funding

Matched by private sector funding of over £250 
million

Phase 2 of the Low-Cost Nuclear project started 
Nov 21 to further develop the SMR design and take 
it through the regulatory processes to assess 
suitability of potential deployment in the UK.

Sunderland (Durham), Richmond (North 
Yorkshire), Grimsby (Lincolnshire), Deeside 
(Wales), Ferrybridge (Yorkshire), Carlisle 
(Cumbria) and Stallingborough (Lincolnshire) have 
all been included as possible factory sites for the UK 
factory, in addition to construction factory sites.

Rolls-Royce SMR design, credit: Rolls-Royce

1.Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund

https://www.ukri.org/what-we-offer/our-main-funds/industrial-strategy-challenge-fund/


Current AMR R&DD Programme



How can we engage further ?

We all need to work together to provide nuclear energy security 

through innovation to meet net zero by 2050

We would love to hear from you ! 

Please email simon.franklin@niro.org.uk to inform NIRO R&D thinking

Example areas of interest we would like your feedback on include: 

• R&D priorities for the next 5-10 years ? R&D academic led vs commercially led ?

• Are there cross-sector innovations we might be missing ? What enablers you see ?

• What capability areas are more / less important ?

• What facility access concerns you have ? What funding challenges you have ?

• How could we improve our reports ? 

• Would you support R&D landscape workshops?

mailto:simon.franklin@niro.org.uk
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info@niro.org.uk


